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This teacher guide provides all the essential information you need
to prepare for your visit to Seamus Heaney HomePlace. It includes
practical guidance and resources to help you plan your visit and
make the most of your experience.

www.seamusheaneyhome.com



About Seamus
Heaney HomePlace
Seamus Heaney HomePlace is located in
Bellaghy, at the heart of the landscape that
shaped Heaney's imagination.

The exhibition tells the story of:
Heaney's childhood and family life 
Mossbawn Farm 
School and university years 
His development as a writer 
International recognition 
The Nobel Prize for Literature 
His continuing influence around the world

 
Throughout the exhibition pupils will encounter:

Original artefacts 
Manuscripts 
Audio recordings 
Film footage 
Interactive displays 
Poetry installations 

The experience encourages students to think
about how ordinary places, memories and
experiences can become extraordinary sources
of creativity.



Booking a Visit

2 We’ll Confirm 3 Provisional Booking

Payment
Payment must be made at least 14 
days prior to your visit. 

Upon booking, our Education Officer
will issue an invoice to the lead teacher.
Please ensure that the invoice is
forwarded to the appropriate member
of staff to allow sufficient time for
payment to be processed. 

If payment is not received within the
required timeframe, your provisional
booking will be cancelled.

£
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Cancellation Policy
Bookings may be cancelled free of charge,
provided written notice is received more
than 14 days before the scheduled visit or
workshop.

Cancellations made within 14 days of the
scheduled date will be subject to the full
charge, as staffing, facilitators and resources
will have already been allocated.

!

IMPORTANT TO KNOW03

Booking Limits
Each activity has a maximum capacity.
Please refer to the individual activity page
on our website for details of the maximum
number of students permitted per booking.

1
Once availability has
been confirmed, our
Education Officer will
email you a booking
form to complete.

Check availability
Please submit a request
or contact our Education
Officer directly to check
availability.

Please return the completed form as
soon as possible, as we require this
information to secure your
provisional booking.

Your booking will remain provisional
until payment has been received.

Final Schedule
The final schedule for the day will be
emailed to you during the week prior
to your visit. 

While the schedule may vary slightly, 
it will generally follow the format
outlined in ‘What to expect on the day’.

YOUR VISIT02

HOW TO BOOK WITH OUR EDUCATION OFFICER01

READY TO BOOK?

Compulsory Ratios
Where possible, a minimum of two
supervising adults should accompany each
group, including any required 1:1 carers.

Our recommended supervision ratios are:
Children under 8 years: 1 adult to 10
students
Children aged 8–18 years: 1 adult to 15
students

Teachers and Learning Support Assistants
attend free of charge.

Students must remain under the supervision
of their teachers at all times throughout the
visit, including during workshops.

sarah.cullen@seamusheaneyhome.com

028 7938 7444

www.seamusheaneyhome.com



What to Expect on the Day

Parking and Welcome

Please advise your bus or coach driver to park in our lower car park, located on
Gulladuff Road.

On arrival, our Education Officer or another member of the team will welcome you at
reception. Please confirm the final number of students attending your visit.

Your group will then be taken to one of our conference rooms, where you can leave
bags and belongings and receive a briefing about your visit. This will include important
health and safety information.

Bags and personal belongings can be left securely in the conference room while your
group takes part in workshops and explores the exhibition.

Times will vary depending on numbers and activity.
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Toilet Facilities
Male and female toilets are
available on each level of the
building.

Accessible toilets are also
available on each level.

WC

TOILETS03

10:15 Time to use facilities / have snack

10:00 Arrival

10:30 Group split in exhibition and
workshops

11:30 Switch over

11:40 Group split in exhibition and
workshops

12:45 Lunch

13:30 Time to visit gift shop

13:45 Departure

ON ARRIVAL01

SAMPLE ITINERARY02



Facilities & Experience

Plan Ahead

When making your booking, please indicate on the booking form if any students
require additional support or assistance. Our building is fully wheelchair accessible.

Sensory equipment, including visual timers, ear defenders and a break-out tent, is
available on request. Please let us know your requirements in advance so we can
ensure the appropriate support and equipment are available for your visit.

✓

Explore, Listen & Ask Questions

Students and teachers will be provided with an audio device to listen to Seamus
Heaney reading his poetry.

Our exhibition features three zones, as well as a library. Visitor Experience Guides and
Creative Learning Officers will provide a brief introduction to each zone, after which
you will have plenty of time to explore the exhibition and listen to the poetry at your
own pace.

Our Visitor Experience Guides and Creative Learning Officers will be available
throughout your visit to answer any questions and provide assistance. Unless
otherwise instructed, audio devices should be returned when your group enters 
the Creative Zone.
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Photography Rules

You are welcome to take photographs within our exhibition spaces; however, video
recording is not permitted. Please do not photograph members of our staff, including
workshop facilitators, without their permission.

From time to time, our Marketing team may take photographs of school groups for
professional, marketing and social media purposes. Permission for photography by
our Marketing team is requested as part of the booking process.

If permission has been granted for some, but not all, students to be photographed,
please inform our Education Officer on arrival so that we can ensure this is respected
throughout your visit.

ACCESSIBILITY01

EXHIBITION EXPERIENCE02

PHOTOGRAPHY03



SEAMUS HEANEY HOMEPLACE  •  SCHOOL VISIT GUIDE

Activities & Group Management

Workshops
We offer a range of workshops
designed to suit different age
groups. Further information can
be found under the relevant tab
on our website.

Workshops typically last between
50 and 60 minutes. All materials
are provided; students should
bring their own pens.

GCSE & A Level Days
These educational lecture days
are designed to support students
studying relevant qualifications.

Further information can be found
on our website.

If you are visiting with a large group, it may be necessary to divide
students between the workshops and exhibition.

Where possible, we recommend splitting students according to their usual
class groups. However, if there is a significant difference in class sizes, we
ask that groups are divided as evenly as possible to ensure a smooth and
balanced experience for all students.

Large Groups

WORKSHOPS01

GROUP SPLIT02



Food, Shopping & Checkout

Gift Shop
We have a small gift shop located
in our reception area.

Please ensure students are
supervised at all times and limit
groups to a maximum of 15
students in the gift shop at any
one time.

Café
We have a café on site, which is
available for students and
teachers to use during break and
lunchtime.

Please be aware that waiting
times may be longer when large
groups of students are ordering
at the same time.

If you would like to arrange lunch
in advance for your group, please
contact the café owner directly. 

Lunch arrangements and
payment are made separately
and paid directly to the café. 
Our Education Officer can provide
the café owner’s contact details
upon request.

We can provide a designated space for your group to eat packed lunches.

Students should bring their own water bottles. Unfortunately, we do not have
facilities available for students to refill their bottles during their visit.

Packed Lunches

Before You Leave

When your group is ready to leave, please ensure that you:

Return all audio devices.
Leave the lunchroom area clean and tidy, if applicable.
Check that all students have collected their personal belongings.
Inform a member of our Front of House team that your group is leaving.

✓
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GIFT SHOP & CAFE01

LUNCH SPACES02

CHECKOUT03



Teacher & School Responsibilities

HomePlace staff are not responsible for the direct supervision of students during their visit.
Our primary role is to facilitate learning, support educational activities and ensure that
students engage with the educational programme effectively.

Teachers and accompanying school staff are responsible for supervising students at all times
throughout the visit, including during breaks and lunchtime. We recommend that
supervising adults remain nearby and monitor students when they are using the toilet
facilities during break and lunchtime.

At Seamus Heaney HomePlace, we have several valuable items in our exhibition space and
conference rooms, which are often used as lunch areas. Please remind students not to touch
any items unless they have been specifically advised that they may do so. Any damage or
breakages caused during a visit will result in charges being made to the school.

SHARED PUBLIC SPACE02

♥
Respect the Space
Eating and drinking are not
permitted during exhibition 
tours or workshops.

As Seamus Heaney HomePlace is
a public building, please remind
students to be respectful of other
visitors who may be using the
exhibition spaces or café during
your visit.

Photography
Please refer to the photography
guidelines on the previous page.

We ask that these guidelines are
shared with all students and
accompanying staff before the
visit to ensure they are familiar
with the requirements.

✓
Safeguarding
Seamus Heaney HomePlace
has a safeguarding policy in
place to help ensure the safety
and wellbeing of all visitors. 

Our safeguarding policy is
available to view on our
website.

! Risk Assessment
Schools are responsible for completing
their own risk assessment prior to
visiting Seamus Heaney HomePlace.

If you would like to use our risk
assessment as a guide, please request
a copy from our Education Officer
when making your booking.

SAFEGUARDING & RISK ASSESSMENT03

Keeping Everyone Safe
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STUDENT CONDUCT01



Bellaghy

Derry

Belfast

Dublin

Limerick

Galway

Donegal

Seamus Heaney HomePlace is ideally located in the heart
of County Derry.

HomePlace is in the village of Bellaghy, just three miles off the main Belfast to
Derry road (A6) which links the two cities. We are easily accessible from
anywhere in Northern Ireland or the Republic of Ireland; Dublin is 2 hours and
30 minutes by car.

Maps & Visitor Flow
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ARRIVAL & PARKING01



Maps & Visitor Flow
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EXHIBITION MAP02



028 7938 7444

www.seamusheaneyhome.com

sarah.cullen@seamusheaney
home.com

45 Main Street
Bellaghy
Magherafelt
BT45 8HT

Contact Us

tel:02879387444
https://seamusheaneyhome.com/

	Teacher Guide
	www.seamusheaneyhome.com

	About Seamus Heaney HomePlace
	Booking a Visit
	HOW TO BOOK WITH OUR EDUCATION OFFICER
	Check availability
	We’ll Confirm
	Provisional Booking
	Your booking will remain provisional until payment has been received.


	YOUR VISIT
	Final Schedule
	Payment

	READY TO BOOK?
	028 7938 7444
	www.seamusheaneyhome.com
	sarah.cullen@seamusheaneyhome.com
	IMPORTANT TO KNOW
	Cancellation Policy
	Booking Limits
	Compulsory Ratios
	Our recommended supervision ratios are:
	Children under 8 years: 1 adult to 10 students
	Children aged 8–18 years: 1 adult to 15 students
	Teachers and Learning Support Assistants attend free of charge.
	Students must remain under the supervision of their teachers at all times throughout the visit, including during workshops.




	What to Expect on the Day
	ON ARRIVAL
	Parking and Welcome
	On arrival, our Education Officer or another member of the team will welcome you at reception. Please confirm the final number of students attending your visit.
	Your group will then be taken to one of our conference rooms, where you can leave bags and belongings and receive a briefing about your visit. This will include important health and safety information.
	Bags and personal belongings can be left securely in the conference room while your group takes part in workshops and explores the exhibition.


	SAMPLE ITINERARY
	Times will vary depending on numbers and activity.
	10:00
	11:40
	10:15
	12:45
	10:30
	13:30
	11:30
	13:45

	TOILETS
	WC
	Toilet Facilities
	Accessible toilets are also available on each level.



	Facilities & Experience
	ACCESSIBILITY
	Plan Ahead
	When making your booking, please indicate on the booking form if any students require additional support or assistance. Our building is fully wheelchair accessible.
	Sensory equipment, including visual timers, ear defenders and a break-out tent, is available on request. Please let us know your requirements in advance so we can ensure the appropriate support and equipment are available for your visit.


	EXHIBITION EXPERIENCE
	Explore, Listen & Ask Questions
	Students and teachers will be provided with an audio device to listen to Seamus Heaney reading his poetry.
	Our exhibition features three zones, as well as a library. Visitor Experience Guides and Creative Learning Officers will provide a brief introduction to each zone, after which you will have plenty of time to explore the exhibition and listen to the poetry at your own pace.
	Our Visitor Experience Guides and Creative Learning Officers will be available throughout your visit to answer any questions and provide assistance. Unless otherwise instructed, audio devices should be returned when your group enters
	the Creative Zone.


	PHOTOGRAPHY
	Photography Rules
	You are welcome to take photographs within our exhibition spaces; however, video recording is not permitted. Please do not photograph members of our staff, including workshop facilitators, without their permission.
	From time to time, our Marketing team may take photographs of school groups for professional, marketing and social media purposes. Permission for photography by our Marketing team is requested as part of the booking process.
	If permission has been granted for some, but not all, students to be photographed, please inform our Education Officer on arrival so that we can ensure this is respected throughout your visit.



	Activities & Group Management
	WORKSHOPS
	Workshops
	We offer a range of workshops designed to suit different age groups. Further information can be found under the relevant tab on our website.
	Workshops typically last between 50 and 60 minutes. All materials are provided; students should bring their own pens.

	GCSE & A Level Days
	These educational lecture days are designed to support students studying relevant qualifications.
	Further information can be found on our website.


	GROUP SPLIT
	Large Groups
	If you are visiting with a large group, it may be necessary to divide students between the workshops and exhibition.
	Where possible, we recommend splitting students according to their usual class groups. However, if there is a significant difference in class sizes, we ask that groups are divided as evenly as possible to ensure a smooth and balanced experience for all students.



	Food, Shopping & Checkout
	GIFT SHOP & CAFE
	Gift Shop
	We have a small gift shop located in our reception area.
	Please ensure students are supervised at all times and limit groups to a maximum of 15 students in the gift shop at any one time.

	Café
	We have a café on site, which is available for students and teachers to use during break and lunchtime.
	Please be aware that waiting times may be longer when large groups of students are ordering at the same time.
	If you would like to arrange lunch in advance for your group, please contact the café owner directly.
	Lunch arrangements and payment are made separately and paid directly to the café.
	Our Education Officer can provide the café owner’s contact details upon request.


	LUNCH SPACES
	Packed Lunches
	We can provide a designated space for your group to eat packed lunches.
	Students should bring their own water bottles. Unfortunately, we do not have facilities available for students to refill their bottles during their visit.


	CHECKOUT
	Before You Leave
	When your group is ready to leave, please ensure that you:
	Return all audio devices.
	Leave the lunchroom area clean and tidy, if applicable.
	Check that all students have collected their personal belongings.
	Inform a member of our Front of House team that your group is leaving.



	Keeping Everyone Safe
	STUDENT CONDUCT
	Teacher & School Responsibilities
	HomePlace staff are not responsible for the direct supervision of students during their visit. Our primary role is to facilitate learning, support educational activities and ensure that students engage with the educational programme effectively.
	Teachers and accompanying school staff are responsible for supervising students at all times throughout the visit, including during breaks and lunchtime. We recommend that supervising adults remain nearby and monitor students when they are using the toilet facilities during break and lunchtime.
	At Seamus Heaney HomePlace, we have several valuable items in our exhibition space and conference rooms, which are often used as lunch areas. Please remind students not to touch any items unless they have been specifically advised that they may do so. Any damage or breakages caused during a visit will result in charges being made to the school.


	SHARED PUBLIC SPACE
	Respect the Space
	Eating and drinking are not permitted during exhibition
	tours or workshops.
	As Seamus Heaney HomePlace is a public building, please remind students to be respectful of other visitors who may be using the exhibition spaces or café during your visit.

	Photography
	Please refer to the photography guidelines on the previous page.
	We ask that these guidelines are shared with all students and accompanying staff before the visit to ensure they are familiar with the requirements.


	SAFEGUARDING & RISK ASSESSMENT
	Safeguarding
	Seamus Heaney HomePlace has a safeguarding policy in place to help ensure the safety and wellbeing of all visitors.
	Our safeguarding policy is available to view on our website.

	Risk Assessment
	Schools are responsible for completing their own risk assessment prior to visiting Seamus Heaney HomePlace.
	If you would like to use our risk assessment as a guide, please request a copy from our Education Officer when making your booking.



	Maps & Visitor Flow
	ARRIVAL & PARKING
	Donegal
	Derry
	Bellaghy
	Galway
	Limerick
	Dublin
	Belfast

	Seamus Heaney HomePlace is ideally located in the heart of County Derry.
	HomePlace is in the village of Bellaghy, just three miles off the main Belfast to Derry road (A6) which links the two cities. We are easily accessible from anywhere in Northern Ireland or the Republic of Ireland; Dublin is 2 hours and 30 minutes by car.


	Maps & Visitor Flow
	EXHIBITION MAP
	Ground Floor
	Man & Boy
	People & Place
	Poetry Wall
	Imagination & Inspiration
	Attic Study
	Creative Zone
	The Library
	Helicon Performance Space

	First Floor
	SEAMUS HEANEY HOMEPLACE  •  SCHOOL VISIT GUIDE


	Contact Us
	BT45 8HT


