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Over the past decade, this special place 
has become a vibrant home for literature, 
music, ideas and creativity, and we thank 
our audiences and supporters for being 
part of that journey.

This special season features an outstanding 
line-up of acclaimed writers, musicians and 
performers, including Sebastian Barry, 
Ciarán Hinds, Medbh McGuckian, Seán Keane, 
Nick Laird, Zadie Smith and many more. 

We look forward to welcoming you 
to a memorable programme celebrating 
literature, music, creativity and the 
enduring legacy of Seamus Heaney.

Pat Brennan  
Chairperson, HomeBawn Ltd.

Chair’s Foreword

Welcome to our Autumn Programme as we 
celebrate the tenth anniversary of Seamus Heaney 
HomePlace, a unique cultural centre dedicated to 
the life, work, and legacy of Seamus Heaney.

At a GlanceSeptember

Tues 1 – Wed 30 10.00am – 4.00pm ‘Our imaginative estate’: Heaney Letters Display Free

Saturday 5 7.30pm Memoir & Poetry: An Evening with Blake Morrison £15

Sunday 6 3.00pm HomePlace Book Club £6

Saturday 12 2.00pm Music, Poems & Songs for the Soul £18

Sunday 13 3.00pm Jane Coyle: A Better Locksmith £12.50

Friday 18 7.30pm Living Room Theatre presents The End is in The Beginning £16

Sunday 20 2.00pm A Lough Neagh Sequence £18

Friday 25 7.30pm Seán Keane in Concert £30

Saturday 26 2.00pm Poetry Book Club £6

Saturday 26 7.30pm HomePlace: A Decade Celebration £25

Friday 2 7.30pm The Newer World: An Evening with Sebastian Barry

Sunday 4 3.00pm HomePlace Book Club

Saturday 10 7.30pm Poetry & Prose: Nick Laird & Zadie Smith in Conversation

Friday 16 7.30pm Fergal Keane in Conversation

Saturday 17 7.30pm Brian Kennedy in Concert

Saturday 24 10.00am Workshop: Silver Linked Bracelets

Saturday 24 2.00pm Poetry Book Club

Saturday 24 2.00pm A Hosting: Martin Doyle in Conversation with Martina Devlin

Friday 30 7.30pm An Evening with Daniel Mulhall

Saturday 31 10.00am Workshop: Intro to Screenwriting for Film/TV

Sunday 1 3.00pm HomePlace Book Club

Thursday 5 7.30pm Scene of the Crime: Eoin McNamee & Adrian McKinty

Fri 6 & Sat 7 7.30pm Brian Bilston: How to Lay an Egg with a Horse Inside

Saturday 14 10.00am Workshop: Home Again Creative Writing 

Sunday 15 3.00pm Boa Island Immersive Film

Mon 16 – Sun 22 10.00am – 4.00pm Boa Island Immersive Experience

Friday 20 7.30pm John McGahern: A Writing Life with Frank Shovlin

Sunday 22 3.00pm Three Poets: Medbh McGuckian, Moyra Donaldson 
& Ruth Carr

Saturday 5 10.00am & 2.00pm Workshop: Christmas Wreath £60

Sunday 6 2.30pm Film: Midwinter Break with Ciarán Hinds in Conversation £15

Sunday 6 3.00pm HomePlace Book Club £6

Saturday 12 7.30pm Christmas at the HomePlace Hearth £24

October

November

December

£20

£6

£20

£20

£25

£85

£6

£12.50

£17.50

£30

£6

£17.50

£20

£20

£5

Free

£12.50

£15

We gratefully acknowledge 
the support of our funders:

Event details are subject to change.



*Subject to availability

Seamus Heaney HomePlace opened its 
doors in September 2016 to inspire minds, 
move hearts, host people from near and 
far and platform a stellar array of artists, 
authors, academics, poets and performers 
while engaging new audiences in the work 
of Seamus Heaney. A decade on our history 
is still being written. 

This special celebration marks the 10th 
anniversary of HomePlace featuring music 
from Neil Martin, Anthony Toner and Rod 
McVey, with readings by Glenn Patterson 
and actor Seán McGinley.*

Saturday 26 September 7.30pm

Tickets: £25

HomePlace: 
A Decade Celebration 

“The books stood open and
the gates unbarred”

-‘Villanelle for an Anniversary’ by Seamus Heaney

... and a 
few special
surprises!



Saturday 5 September

Memoir & Poetry:
An Evening with Blake Morrison

Blake Morrison has come full circle. He began writing poetry 
outside his journalism career before writing fiction, criticism 
(he was the first to publish a critical study of Seamus 
Heaney), libretti and plays and becoming Professor of 
Creative Writing at Goldsmiths, University of London. Best 
known for his acclaimed autobiographical works And When 
Did You Last See Your Father? and Things My Mother Never Told Me, 
he returns to life writing in his new book On Memoir and 
new poetry collection, Afterburn. Chaired by John Self.

Saturday 12 September

Music, Poems & Songs 
for The Soul

A memorable afternoon is promised as Anne Tracey together 
with family and friends returns to HomePlace to perform 
new songs, stories and poems from home and abroad. Anne 
will be joined onstage by her brothers Michael and Brendan 
Corey, Moneymore poet Maura Johnston, and local musicians 
Eddie O’Donnell, Tom Byrne and Eamonn Mailey. The 
concert will be a special occasion to remember friend and 
musical collaborator Roy Arbuckle who sadly passed away 
in March of this year.

2.00pm

Sunday 13 September

Jane Coyle: A Better Locksmith
With readings by Ruairi Conaghan and Caitriona Hinds

Belfast-based arts journalist, writer and critic Jane Coyle 
chronicles 40 years of theatre in Northern Ireland in her 
new book A Better Locksmith. Charting the evolution and 
development of the sector during years of conflict, social 
and political change and financial pressures Coyle’s 
observations are recorded with clarity, insight and humanity. 
Join us as Jane recalls and pays tribute to this imaginative, 
resilient creative community, in discussion with theatre 
director and former QUB drama lecturer David Grant.

3.00pm

Friday 18 September

The End is in The Beginning is a fast-paced theatrical celebration 
of Samuel Beckett, weaving together sixteen plays, prose works 
and poems into one compelling performance. Performed by 
Philip Robinson and Sarah White, and directed by Nikki Sved, 
this inventive production blends humour, tragedy and absurdity 
with classic clowning and poignant stillness. Rich in 
unforgettable characters and iconic moments, it offers a fresh, 
engaging introduction to one of Ireland’s greatest literary voices.

7.30pm

Sunday 20 September

A Lough Neagh Sequence

Inspired by Seamus Heaney’s enduring connection to Lough 
Neagh, this special afternoon explores the beauty, fragility and 
future of Ireland’s largest lake. Experience A Love Song to Lough 
Neagh, an evocative collaboration featuring Jan Carson, the 
EastSide Choir, Ferna and Ursula Burns, before award-
winning journalist Tommy Greene discusses his powerful new 
book Troubled Waters: How Lough Neagh Is Being Destroyed by 
Corporate Greed and Political Neglect with Stephen Walker, 
examining the environmental crisis threatening this vital 
landscape and the urgent need for action.

2.00pm

The Samuel Beckett Omnibus: 
The End is in The Beginning

Living Room Theatre presents

Tickets: £15

7.30pm

Tickets: £18

Tickets: £12.50

Tickets: £18

Tickets: £16

Tues 1 – Wed 30 September

‘Our imaginative estate’: 
Heaney Letters Display

In partnership with PRONI we are delighted to display in our 
library copies of correspondence from Seamus Heaney to John 
Hewitt from 1966 to 1972. These letters chart the ‘rhythm and 
routine’ of family, work, and writing. Hewitt endorsed the 
younger mentee with a glowing review of Death of a Naturalist for 
the Belfast Telegraph in 1966 declaring, ‘We confidently expect 
him to broaden his range and our imaginative estate.’ In one 
letter Heaney’s appreciation of Hewitt’s ‘parental’ mentorship 
‘in establishing one’s confidence’ is evidenced.

10.00am – 4.00pm

From the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland 

Tickets: Free

Photo credit: Mariusz Smiejek
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Friday 2 October

The Newer World: An Evening 
with Sebastian Barry

Sebastian Barry is regarded as one of the foremost novelists 
of our time. We welcome his return to The Helicon stage to 
discuss his latest novel, The Newer World, with Paula Shields. 
Lyrical and visceral, it is an unforgettable story of one man’s 
life in the aftermath of the American Civil War. Join us for 
what promises to be a memorable evening with one of 
Ireland’s finest writers as he reads from and talks about 
his work. 

7.30pm

Saturday 10 October

Poetry & Prose: 
Nick Laird & Zadie Smith
In Conversation with James Conor Patterson

We are thrilled to welcome award-winning duo Nick Laird and 
Zadie Smith to The Helicon stage. Born in County Tyrone in 
1975, Nick Laird is an award-winning poet, novelist and 
professor at Queen’s University Belfast. Zadie Smith, born in 
north-west London, is an internationally acclaimed novelist, 
essayist and playwright. Together they co-author the popular 
Weirdo children’s book series, combining literary excellence with 
imaginative storytelling. Expect a compelling evening as Zadie 
Smith and Nick Laird read from and discuss their literary work.

7.30pm

Friday 16 October

Known for his courageous and compassionate reporting on 
global conflict, acclaimed broadcaster and former BBC 
correspondent Fergal Keane discusses his new book, The 
Adventurers: Dreamers, Killers and the Making of Empire, exploring 
the human stories behind imperial expansion and its lasting 
consequences. Author of the bestselling Letter to Daniel, All of 
These People and The Madness, Keane joins us at The Helicon to 
reflect on his remarkable writing life and distinguished 
journalism career.

7.30pm

Saturday 17 October

Celebrated as one of Ireland’s most beloved singer-
songwriters, Brian Kennedy has enjoyed a remarkable 
three-decade career, sharing the stage with legends including 
Van Morrison, Stevie Wonder, Joni Mitchell and Ray Charles. 
Born on Belfast’s Falls Road, he overcame extraordinary 
challenges to become a multi-platinum artist renowned for 
his soulful voice and heartfelt performances. Returning to 
The Helicon after last year’s sell-out show, Brian promises 
an evening of unforgettable music, storytelling and songs 
from across his acclaimed career.

7.30pm

Fergal Keane

Tickets: £20

Tickets: £20

Tickets: £25

Tickets: £20

Saturday 24 October

Workshop: 
Silver Linked Bracelets

Design and create your own unique silver linked bracelet under 
the expert guidance of goldsmith Diane Lyness. Learn 
traditional jewellery-making techniques including piercing, 
soldering, shaping, texturing and polishing as you craft a 
beautiful piece to take home. No previous experience is 
necessary – this hands-on workshop is suitable for beginners. 
Just bring an apron and plenty of enthusiasm and enjoy a 
creative day learning new skills in a friendly and 
supportive environment.

10.00am – 4.00pm

Tickets: £85

In Conversation

Brian Kennedy
In Concert

With Diane Lyness

Sold
Out

Friday 25 September

Seán Keane

Steeped in music and tradition growing up in County Galway 
as part of the celebrated Keane family, Seán Keane has long 
been regarded as one of the defining voices of contemporary 
Irish folk music. His acclaimed vocal and multi-instrumental 
talent – which spans sean nós, traditional ballads and country 
and blues – has carried the stories and sounds of Ireland 
across the globe for decades. Following previous sell-out 
performances in 2020 and 2023, we welcome Seán’s return to 
The Helicon.

7.30pm

Tickets: £30

In Concert

Photo credit: Seán Magnier
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Saturday 24 October

A Hosting: Martin Doyle
In Conversation with Martina Devlin

Martin Doyle is Books Editor of The Irish Times and has spent 
more than 35 years interviewing many of Ireland’s leading 
writers. Author of Dirty Linen: The Troubles in My Home Place 
and A Hosting: Interviews with Irish Writers 1991–2026, he offers 
unique insight into the country’s literary landscape. Join 
Martin as he reflects with Martina Devlin on decades of 
conversations with acclaimed authors, the evolution of Irish 
writing, and stories behind some of its most celebrated books.

Friday 30 October

An Evening with 
Daniel Mulhall

We are delighted to welcome Daniel Mulhall to The Helicon. 
A former Irish Ambassador to Kuala Lumpur, Berlin, London 
and Washington, he is one of Ireland’s most distinguished 
diplomats. Since retiring, he has held academic fellowships at 
New York University, Cambridge and Harvard. An acclaimed 
author and commentator on Irish history and literature, his 
recent books include Ulysses: A Reader’s Odyssey and Pilgrim Soul. 
Join Daniel in conversation with Mark Hennessy for an 
engaging discussion on diplomacy, literature, Irish identity 
and his remarkable international career.

7.30pm

Saturday 31 October

Workshop: Intro to 
Screenwriting for Film/TV

Join award-winning screenwriter Paul Carey for an intensive 
introduction to writing for film and television. Through 
hands-on exercises, discussions and feedback, you’ll explore 
story structure, character, dialogue and finding your voice. 
A graduate of the National Film and Television School, Paul’s 
credits include projects for Netflix, BBC, ITV, G’Wed and Lisa 
McGee’s How to Get to Heaven from Belfast. No previous 
experience is required.

10.00am – 3.00pm

Thursday 5 November

We are thrilled to welcome two of Northern Ireland’s finest crime 
writers to The Helicon. Edgar Award winner Adrian McKinty, 
creator of the acclaimed Sean Duffy series, joins Booker 
Prize-nominated novelist and screenwriter Eoin McNamee, 
whose new collection The Comets explores lives shaped by 
violence, loss and resilience. Together they will discuss crime 
writing, storytelling, Northern Ireland, and the inspiration behind 
their acclaimed books and remarkable literary careers.

7.30pm

Friday 6 November & Saturday 7 November

Brian Bilston: How to Lay 
an Egg with a Horse Inside

Described as the ‘Banksy of poetry’ and X’s unofficial Poet 
Laureate, Brian Bilston is one of the UK’s most popular and 
entertaining poets. With over 500,000 social media followers, 
best-selling poetry collections, an acclaimed novel and sell-out 
live shows, he has captivated audiences nationwide. This 
autumn sees Brian return to The Helicon stage with his latest 
book, How to Lay an Egg with a Horse Inside. Get ready for an 
evening of wit, warmth and brilliantly observed verse.

7.30pm

Scene of the Crime: 
Eoin McNamee & 
Adrian McKinty

Tickets: £12.50

2.00pm

Tickets: £17.50

Tickets: £30

Tickets: £20

Tickets: £17.50

Saturday 14 November

Workshop: 
Home Again Creative Writing 

Inspired by writers contemporary to Seamus Heaney, this generative 
workshop explores the places that shape us and the many ways we 
return to them. Through writing prompts and readings from 
established authors, participants will examine memory, home and 
belonging while discovering fresh ways to bring familiar landscapes 
to the page. Suitable for writers of all levels, this workshop 
encourages creativity, reflection and new perspectives.

10.00am – 12.30pm

Tickets: £20

With Paul Carey

Sold
Out

With Stephen de Búrca

Photo credit: James Fraser



Sunday 15 November

Boa Island
With Leandros Ntolas, Niamh Gormley and Brian 
Gormley discussing the making of the film

A groundbreaking interactive film prototype where ancient 
myth meets modern empire. Directed by Leandros Ntolas of 
Afternature Productions and written by Niamh Gormley and 
Brian Gormley, it follows an Eritrean Irish doctor returning 
to Boa Island, where memory, folklore and the supernatural 
collide. Built in Unreal Engine 5, the experience features a 
rare 1972 BBC recording of Seamus Heaney, whose voice is 
brought to life through immersive sound, light and landscape.

Friday 20 November

John McGahern: A Writing 
Life with Frank Shovlin

John McGahern was hailed as one of Ireland’s greatest 
novelists, yet much of his personal life remained hidden. 
Acclaimed scholar Frank Shovlin discusses his landmark 
biography, drawing on decades of research, exclusive 
interviews and previously unseen archives. Exploring 
McGahern’s life, literary achievements and personal 
struggles, Shovlin offers fresh insight into the man behind 
the myth. Chaired by John Self.

7.30pm

Sunday 22 November

Enjoy an inspiring afternoon with three of Northern Ireland’s 
most distinguished poets. Medbh McGuckian, whose award-
winning collections (including New Selected Poems) have earned 
international acclaim, is joined by acclaimed poet Moyra 
Donaldson, whose latest collection is The Thirteenth Moon, and 
Ruth Carr, author of Catching the Missing Beat. Together they will 
read from their latest collections and reflect on poetry, creativity 
and the enduring power of language to illuminate memory, 
place and experience.

3.00pm

Saturday 5 December

Workshop: 
Christmas Wreath-Making

Get into the festive spirit by creating your own beautiful 
Christmas wreath in this ever-popular HomePlace workshop. 
Guided by Clive Lyttle of Welig Heritage Crafts, you’ll learn 
traditional wreath-making techniques using locally grown 
willow and seasonal foliage. No previous experience is 
required, and all materials and equipment are provided. Bring 
along dried orange slices, pinecones or other decorative 
touches to personalise your wreath and take home a unique 
festive creation.

10.00am & 2.00pm

Three Poets: Medbh McGuckian, 
Moyra Donaldson & Ruth Carr

Tickets: £5

3.00pm

Tickets: £12.50

Tickets: £60

Tickets: £15

Sunday 6 December

Midwinter Break

Based on Bernard MacLaverty’s acclaimed novel, Midwinter 
Break follows Stella and Gerry as a trip to Amsterdam uncovers 
long-buried truths in their marriage. Starring Lesley Manville 
and Ciarán Hinds, this moving adaptation is a stirring 
meditation on faith, forgiveness and the power of love. Join us 
for a special screening followed by a discussion with Oscar, 
BAFTA and Golden Globe-nominated actor Ciarán Hinds.
Chaired by Hugh Odling-Smee.

2.30pm

Tickets: £15

Lír Pictures and Afternature Productions 
present an immersive short film

Boa Island  
Immersive Experience

Experience Boa Island Immersive in The Library 
daily from 16 to 22 November. Advance booking 
required. Running time: 15-20 minutes.

Tickets: Free

Monday 16 – Sunday 22 November
10.00am – 4.00pm

With Welig Crafts

Film Screening

In Conversation with Ciarán Hinds

Cert: 
12

Run Time: 
90 mins

Photo credit: Hugh McGuckian



A story is always better shared, and what better place to meet 
and share stories than HomePlace? Meeting monthly, the club 
chooses entertaining books relating to themes found in Seamus 
Heaney’s work. Come along for some engaging conversation 
and the mutual love of a good book!

Sunday 6 September: These Days by Lucy Caldwell 
Sunday 4 October: Twist by Colum McCann 
Sunday 1 November: The Murder of Dr Muldoon by Ken Boyle 
Sunday 6 December: Outside by Ragnar Jonasson

3.00pm – 4.30pm

Homeplace Book Club
With Carol O’Doherty and Patricia Broderick

Tickets: £6

Poetry Book Club

2.00pm – 4.00pm

Saturday 12 December

Christmas at the 
HomePlace Hearth

One of HomePlace’s most cherished festive traditions returns 
with composer Neil Martin (pipes, whistle and cello), songwriter 
Anthony Toner (guitar and vocals), Glenn Patterson (curated 
readings) and pianist Rod McVey reuniting for an evening of 
seasonal music, poetry and storytelling. Blending beautiful 
readings, original songs, instrumental music and humour, this 
much-loved celebration captures the warmth and spirit of 
Christmas. Join us for a warm and uplifting night of words 
and music that will send you home filled with festive cheer.

7.30pm

Tickets: £24

Are you interested in reading more contemporary Irish poetry 
but aren’t quite sure where to start? Then join this relaxed 
session hosted by poet Niamh McNally.

Niamh will guide you through the themes and techniques 
displayed in collections across established and emerging poets. 
Collections are available to purchase and read before each 
session.

Saturday 26 September: Elsa and the Wolfman by Eoghan Walls
Saturday 24 October: The Thirteenth Moon by Moyra Donaldson

Tickets: £6

Saturday 20 March 2027

Kieran Goss & Annie Kinsella

Award-winning duo Kieran Goss and Annie Kinsella return to 
Seamus Heaney HomePlace to celebrate the release of their 
new album, The Song Your Heart Is Singing. Blending beautiful 
melodies, breathtaking harmonies and captivating storytelling, 
their music is rooted in Ireland yet refreshingly distinctive. 
Filled with warmth, wit and heartfelt songs, this intimate 
concert promises an uplifting evening that has been described 
as ‘balsam for the soul’. Join us for a truly memorable night of 
music and celebration.

7.30pm

Tickets: £30

In Concert

Early Show Announcement

With Niamh McNally

Seamus HeaneyHomePlace

45 Main Street, Bellaghy, BT45 8HT
Co. Derry, Northern Ireland

Opening Hours

Monday – Saturday
10.00am – 5.00pm

Sunday 
1.00pm – 5.00pm

For more information and to book tickets contact Box Office 
on 028 7938 7444 or visit seamusheaneyhome.com



Seamus Heaney HomePlace
45 Main Street, Bellaghy, BT45 8HT 
Co. Derry, Northern Ireland

+44 (0)28 7938 7444
info@seamusheaneyhome.com


