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Seamus Heaney HomePlace is situated in a village called Bellaghy.  

If you are travelling to Seamus Heaney HomePlace on a coach or 

bus, the bus driver will park in the visitor car park which is to the 

left of our main entrance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
You will enter Seamus Heaney HomePlace through automatic doors 

on the ground floor. We also have a side door which you may use. 

Both doors lead to our reception desk.  

Here you will be greeted by our friendly and welcoming staff. The 

team will answer any questions you may have about your visit, and 

help your group leader with your group’s tickets.  

Please let our team know if you would like to borrow ear defenders 

or sensory equipment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are taking part in a workshop, staff will ask your leader if the 

group want to leave coats and bags in the workshop room before 

starting the exhibition.  Your belongings will be safe in this room. 



 
Our exhibition has three sections.  

The section beside the reception area is called ‘People and Place’.  

The areas upstairs are called ‘Imagination & Inspiration’ and the 

‘Creative Learning Zone’. 

Most groups start in People and Place. Sometimes, when it is busy, 

groups start in one of the other sections. 

You will be given an audio device for the exhibition so you can listen 

to Seamus Heaney reading lots of his poems. This picture shows 

what the devices look like. Staff will explain how to use the device. 



 
One of our guides will give a short introduction about Seamus 

Heaney’s life and work before you go into the exhibition. Our 

guides will be happy to answer your questions at any time 

throughout the exhibition.  

 

  



 
People and Place is located on the ground floor of the exhibition and 

is about Seamus Heaney’s life and the friends, family and area which 

influenced his poetry.  

There are artefacts to look at and videos of people talking about 

Seamus Heaney. There are also interactive screens for you to 

explore.   

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

When you have finished exploring the 

ground floor of our exhibition space, 

you can go upstairs to the first floor.  

 

We have a spiral staircase, so you 

should hold on to the stair rail and 

not rush. We also have a lift. 

 

 

 

 

At the top of the stairs 

is our Word Hoard. 

This has words from 

the English and Irish 

languages as well as 

Ulster Scots.  

You might find some 

words you recognise.  



 
Once upstairs, you can visit the Imagination & Inspiration section of 

our exhibition. There are lots of photos here and there are also some 

games to play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this section you can also visit a recreation of Seamus Heaney’s 

attic study. This is a small area of the exhibition where we have 

artefacts, books and photographs for you to view. There is also a 

short video all about Seamus Heaney being awarded the Nobel Prize 

for Literature in 1995 

 

  



 
The Creative Learning Zone is also upstairs and is right beside the 

Imagination & Inspiration section of our exhibition. Here you can 

take part in lots of arts and crafts. You can also dress up and have fun 

or just chill out, take a book and relax.  

 

  

 

Our Creative Learning 

Officers will help you if you 

require any assistance.  

 

 

During the exhibition you might hear our intercom system being 

used. The staff at reception use it to make announcements. It will 

sound like someone is talking through a loud speaker. 

In the unlikely event of a fire, you will hear a noisy alarm. You 

should follow your group leaders outside. 



 
The HomePlace Café is located on the first floor. Here you can find 

a delicious selection of food.  

The café has a coffee machine and a blender, which can be noisy. 

Music is also played on speakers in the café.  

 

 

 

At the back of the café is 

The Library. Here we 

have more than 800 

books, and two 

interactive screens 

through which you can 

access digital resources. 

 

 

 



 
The biggest room in HomePlace is called The Helicon. 

This is where we hold performances and talks. 

Sometimes schools use The Helicon for lectures or presentations. 

The Helicon doors are beside the café. 

 

  



 
If your class is taking part in a workshop, it will take place in a 

meeting room. We have three meeting rooms in the main building 

and two meeting rooms in another, smaller building. 

The meeting rooms will be set up with tables and chairs for your 

class.  

Sometimes other groups will be in different meeting rooms while 

you are taking part in a workshop. These groups might order food 

from the café, so you might see lunch or snacks set up in the 

corridor outside their room. 

 

 

 



 
There are male and female toilets on both floors of the exhibition. 

We also have an accessible toilet on each floor. The toilets have hand 

dryers which you might find noisy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a Sensory Tent for anyone who needs to take a break or 

would like some quiet space. Your group leader can ask our staff 

about this if you would like to use it. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
Behind our main 

building there is a 

garden which we call 

‘The Back Yard’. 

This garden has lots 

of different plants for 

you to look at and 

smell. You can listen 

to your audio device 

in the garden. 

 

Beside the garden is a building 

called Moyola Hall. Sometimes 

schools have workshops in this 

building. 

 

 

We hope you enjoy your visit to Seamus Heaney HomePlace. 


